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Declaration of the 10th IAC

This 10th edition of the International Aquarium Congress, hosted by Aquamarine Fukushima, and
attended by about 500 participants from 35 countries clearly illustrates the commitment of the global
aquarium community to exchange both knowledge and concern about the future of our Blue Planet.
The world aquariums with their 700 million plus visitors per year, constitute a very strong voice to
spread these messages to Earth’s public.

The TAC member aquariums, their staff and scientists join forces to support all actions to stop plastic
garbage polluting the oceans as well as take action to limit global Climate Change. This International
Aquarium Congress general theme “Think about our Future on the Water Planet” illustrates perfectly
our concerns.

The European Commission and UNEP have created a coalition against plastic pollution. The
representatives of the global aquarium community support this important initiative and urge all IAC
members to join this coalition.

The TAC and its members, supported by their visitors, can lead the decision makers, their communities,
both, locally and beyond, to take action to mitigate climate change. Hence the IAC signed a strong
statement on behalf of aquarium community on this issue.

A new worldwide initiative launched last summer by the United Nations, and coordinated by the IOC
(Intergovernmental Ocean Commission) of UNESCO, the “Decade of Ocean Science” 2021 to 2030,
should also be supported by the aquarium community in order to involve the general public.
Humankind has the obligation to preserve Earth’s aquatic ecosystems for the future of both nature and

humanity. Each individual can contribute daily through his or her action.

WE HAVE LITTLE TIME, LET’S ACT IMMEDIATELY.
ALL TOGETHER, WE CAN MAKE THE DIFFERENCE

The TAC Steering Committee. The 10th of November 2018
Chairman

Paul Van den Sande
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An Address by His Imperial Highness

Prince Akishino
His Imperial Highness Prince Akishino

Distinguished guests and participants,

Ladies and gentlemen,

It is a great pleasure for me, as the President of the Japanese Association of Zoos and Aquariums, to be able to attend
this opening ceremony of the 10th International Aquarium Congress, or the IAC, with so many participants from
Japan and overseas.

In 1960, the first congress of the IAC, which was called the International Congress of Aquariology at that time, was
hosted by the “Oceanographic Museum of Monaco”, which is one of the well-known oceanographic institutes.

Since the first gathering, 9 congresses have been held over almost 60 years. Over the course of these past gatherings,
the IAC has gained recognition as an important international forum for discussion of a wide range of issues related to
the global aquatic environment.

And I am extremely pleased that this commemorative 10th IAC is being held, under the theme of “Think about our
future on the water planet”,here in Fukushima, where reconstruction and revitalization after the Great East Japan
Earthquake are making progress.

Aquariums, as museums of living aquatic organisms, have supported investigation and research into them,

and have served an educational function as well, enabling visitors to deepen their understanding of species diversity
and conservation, and of the importance of habitat.

In this regard, aquariums have played a major role in the understanding of aquatic environments, which occupy an
important position among global environmental issues.

On the other hand, as a new concept in considering the future of aquariums, I feel there is a need to add displays
showing the cultural aspects of the multiple relationships between humans and aquatic organisms.

To give examples, cultural aspects could be categorized into displays of technology, such as fishing and hunting, or
of food culture, the economy and distribution, traditions and beliefs, and so on.

Through these cultural exhibitions alongside live specimens, aquariums can better serve their function as museums
enabling visitors to deepen further their understanding of aquatic organisms and their surrounding environments in a
more familiar way.

Today, the world faces many challenges related to aquatic environments, including global warming, and increased
risks of droughts and floods, and other natural disasters.

Solutions to these challenges require multidisciplinary collaboration across countries and regions to apply new
knowledge and technologies for the whole world to enjoy their benefits.

Under these circumstances, I believe that the importance of aquariums is also increasingly recognized in connecting
the diverse people of the world and becoming places to encourage actions for the future.

I expect that this congress will enable the exchange of information about various initiatives through active
discussions about a range of issues regarding aquariums, and the habitats of aquatic organisms.

I hope that this will open new prospects, and will provide a valuable forum for bringing to the attention of people
worldwide the importance of the future role that aquariums can serve.

In concluding my address, I hope that all of you who are gathering here at this congress will deepen your mutual
understanding and friendship.

Also, I hope that you will share ideas that contribute to the future of this water planet.

Thank you for your kind attention.
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Opening Message from the Executive

Director of Aquamarine Fukushima £ 1)
Dr. Yoshitaka Abe

Good Morning, Everyone. First of all, it is our great pleasure and honor to be able to welcome His
Imperial Highness Prince Akishino, President of JAZA, who has encouraged us while just after the
disaster 2011, with Her Imperial Highness Princess Kiko.

Here in the City of Iwaki, Fukushima Prefecture, Onahama of the fisheries town, we are pleased
that we can hold the 10th IAC, besides, using the valuable space of the fishermen's association
building where newly established after the disasters 2011.

It dates back to the discussion of the committee in the 8th IAC in the Two Ocean Aquarium of
Cape Town in 2012. I announced my candidacy after the next IAC in 2016, but I am afraid about
weathering of the memory, holding in 2020 for conventional every 4 years, and requested the
judgment of the committee, 2020 will be shorten for two years, and it is our big joy that became
the holding of 2018.

It passed from a disaster seven years eight months, now.

As such, we would like to once again express our deepest gratitude to the support we received
from everyone regarding the disaster.

In understanding and the encouragement of all of you, I have to talk about thanks heartily again.
We are announcing that we here at Aquamarine Fukushima, an environmental aquarium, will host
the 10th lInternational Aquarium Congress (IAC) in Onahama from November 5 tol10, 2018.

The theme of the 10th IAC meeting will be “Think about Our Future on the Water Planet.”
Nowadays, there contradictions at the global level have reared their heads in the form of: rising
populations, limited energy sources, and environmental problems. It is our hope that this
international congress will serve as an opportunity to consider these three contradictions this
global trilemma.

Thank you very much. ARIGATOU
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Message from the Governor

of Fukushima Prefecture - l

Mr. Masao Uchibori

Today, we are very honored to have His Imperial Highness, Prince Akishino, in attendance with us
at the welcome party for the 10th International Aquarium Congress. His Imperial Highness has
visited Fukushima several times, giving the people of Fukushima warm words of encouragement.
On behalf of the people of Fukushima, I would like to express my sincere appreciation to you.

And to all of the participants and guests who have traveled from aquariums around the world to
attend the International Aquarium Congress, I offer you a big welcome to Fukushimal!

It has been seven years and eight months since the Great East Japan Earthquake.

Thanks to the warm support from people around the world and the hard work of the people of
Fukushima, we have been able to make steady progress towards the revitalization of the prefecture.
I would like to take this opportunity to once again express my heartfelt appreciation for all of your
support.

We have been making progress on restoring and rebuilding the harbours and various facilities
along the pacific coast which were severely damaged by the earthquake and tsunami. Here, in
Onahama, construction of the largest commercial mall in Fukushima Prefecture has recently been
completed, helping to bring new life and energy to the region.

However, the prefecture still faces a mountain of challenges in the aftermath of the earthquake,
foremost being the prevalence of deeply rooted harmful-rumours generated by the nuclear disaster.
Despite such adversity, there have been an increasing number of shining examples of Fukushima
regaining its pride. In May of this year, Fukushima sake won the most number of gold awards for
the sixth consecutive year at the prestigious Annual Japan Sake Awards. And last year Fukushima’s
agricultural exports hit a record new high, exceeding the record previously set before the disaster.
Today, please enjoy the cuisine prepared using local ingredients grown with the passion and pride
by the people of Fukushima. We have also prepared for you an array of Fukushima sake for your
enjoyment.

It is my hope that all of you are able to experience personally the vitality and varied charms of the
prefecture, and go on to spread this positive message about Fukushima to many others.

Lastly, I would like to wish His Imperial Highness and all of you continued good health and success
in your future endeavors.

Thank you very much for your attention.
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Message from the Mayor of Iwaki City

Mr. Toshio Shimizu

I would like to say a few words for the welcome party of the 10th International Aquarium Congress.

Firstly, on behalf of the people of Iwaki, I would like to welcome all the attendees for the 10th International
Aquarium Congress to our city.

It is an incredible honour to be able to invite so many guests from across Japan and abroad here and for Iwaki to be
the second city in Japan to host the International Aquarium Congress. So I would like to express my deep gratitude to
everyone who is involved in holding this congress for your tireless efforts.

The Great East Japan Earthquake of 11 March 2011 caused a catastrophic amount of destruction to our city, with 467
residents losing their lives and over 90,000 buildings damaged. The buildings and port facilities in this Aquamarine
Park area were also heavily impacted by the large tsunami. On top of that, Aquamarine Fukushima, the host aquarium
of this congress, underwent a tremendous amount of devastation, with the entire first floor submerged by flooding and
a massive loss of marine life. However, just four months later on 15 July, the aquarium reopened to the public and
gave us a huge boost of hope and courage amongst the despair that had been cast over our entire city.

Our city has made significant progress in recovering from the disaster — all while receiving support from many people
across Japan and abroad. We have already reconstructed this Onahama Fish Market and are currently in the process of
developing the infrastructure so that those affected by the disaster can rebuild their livelihoods. I believe you will all
be able to observe our city’s robust state of recovery seven-and-a-half years after the earthquake.

Additionally, this area that forms part of the congress known as Aquamarine Park has seen the completion of the
Onahama Marine Bridge and AEON Mall Iwaki-Onahama which has helped transform the area into a picturesque
space that attracts as many visitors as before the disaster and serves as a symbol for Iwaki’s revitalisation.

That is why I hope that everyone here takes this opportunity to verify our city’s safety and the extent of reconstruction
and will help spread the message about the wonderful things that make up Iwaki.

In closing, I offer my best wishes for the success of the International Aquarium Congress and for the health and

happiness of everyone in attendance.
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Message from the Chair of Japanese
Association of Zoos and Aquariums

Dr. Yutaka Fukuda

I am Yutaka Fukuda, Chairman of JAZA, the Japanese Association of Zoos and Aquariums. I
would like to extend my cordial greetings to you at the opening of the 10th International Aquarium
Congress.

First, I would like to pay tribute to everyone who has been working hard to prepare for the hosting
of this congress since the Vancouver meeting in 2016, including Director Abe at Aquamarine
Fukushima, and add my congratulations for holding this event.

Currently, JAZA counts 91 member zoos and 60 member aquariums. Last year, 35-million people
visited our member aquariums in total. I believe this is a proof that many people attempt to gain
something precious through visiting them.

JAZA has a goal of achieving an environment where people and animals live together. We
consider the conservation of creatures in the larger environment of this water planet as an
important and everlasting theme for us who live with them.

However, our global environment is now under various threats such as warming and
micro-plastics. And wildlife living is rapidly decreasing in number.

Aquariums are now expected to play many roles in nature conservation and environmental
education than ever before.

Under such circumstances, it is extremely significant that people involved with aquariums gather
from all over the world to discuss how aquariums should be in the coming age, with a mantra of
“Think about Our Future on the Water Planet.”

I hope that this congress provides the opportunity to actively discuss a wide range of aquarium
issues to produce successful results. Thank you.

1
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At the opening ceremony
On November 7, 2018

Message from the COO of
Monterey Bay Aquarium

Ms. Cynthia Vernon

Your Imperial Highness, distinguished delegates, Abe-san and friends from the aquarium world. I know you are
hoping to hear from Julie Packard who is our Executive Director of Monterey Bay Aquarium. But, she was not
feeling well this morning, so she asked me to deliver her remarks. So, I will try my best to channel her. Thank you for
making the journey to spend this important time together at the 10th International Aquarium Congress. I am honored
to welcome you all on behalf of the community of Friendship Aquariums that Abe-san has gathered together to
collaborate with Aquamarine Fukushima on our important mission of ocean and freshwater conservation. The
Aquamarine Fukushima team has shown great leadership in both leading aquarium design and also commitment to
ocean education, research and conservation. All of us at Monterey Bay Aquarium are grateful for all that we have
learned from them and look forward to more collaborations in the time ahead.

We are challenged, and fortunate, to be alive right now. We know we must get on a sustainable course, we know what
to do, and we have more tools than ever to do the job — many of them created in places where our aquariums are
located, around the world.

This is a momentous time in the life of our planet. The fate and future of seven and a half billion people hinge on
decisions we make in the next few years. My message today is this: Our decisions about how we use or abuse the
ocean are absolutely central to our future.

For over 30 years, at the Monterey Bay Aquarium we have been a voice for the ocean — inspiring tens of millions of
people from around the world both at the Aquarium and through our growing social media constituency. We have
been preparing the next generation of diverse ocean conservation leaders who are science-literate and ready to act.
And, we have been forging solutions to the problems of today; leading the way to create a sustainable global seafood
supply; mobilizing public and business action on problems like ocean plastic pollution; and generating the science
and technology needed to inform decisions about the future of the ocean.

Thanks to the important work that all of you at your institutions, together we have global influence. And finally, all
sectors of society are beginning to realize that the ocean is central to our lives.

That is hard thing to achieve because we humans are not wired to think much about the ocean. For most of us, the
ocean’s role in our lives is out of sight and out of mind.

We know now that is dangerous assumption. We need to act as if our lives depended on the health of the ocean.
Because they do.

Ocean life provides primary protein for over one billion people. Ocean currents and winds create the stable weather
patterns that have enabled civilization to flourish. Most critically, the ocean absorbs 30% of the carbon dioxide —and
over 90% of the excess heat —~We have produced by burning fossil fuels. Without this vital function, climate change
and its impacts would be far worse.

The ocean is the heart of Earth’s climate system. It is been working hard on our behalf.

But there is a limit to how much the ocean can take. Thanks to fossil fuel emissions, the ocean is becoming more
acidic, altering life at the base of ocean food webs ... and warmer, shifting fishing grounds that people depend on for
food and income. Sea level rise and escalating storms are putting tens of millions of coastal residents in harm’s way.
Plastic pollution is flowing into the ocean at an accelerating pace and has found its way into every corner of ocean
webs. Its micro-particles absorb and concentrate toxins flowing into the ocean from our factories, rivers and sewers.
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And of course, there is our most basic and ancient relationship with the ocean — fishing.

Seafood harvest has escalated in scope and practice to threaten ocean health as never before, and the food security and
livelihoods of millions. Aquaculture is booming and it is a good thing, but it is destroying vital habitats like mangrove
forests that buffer us from storms and take up carbon form the atmosphere.

It is time: We must prioritize the health of the ocean. It is our first line of defense to ensure a future for us all.

And, here is the good news: The ocean is resilient. It can recover. But it needs our help.

We know what we need to do to turn things around.

First, as aquariums we need to tell the ocean’s stories and especially the changes that are happening.

Second, we need to put people in the picture. From climate change to over fishing, the problems we face can only be
solved if we focus on improving human well-being. Sustainable fisheries and aquaculture, coral reef conservation,
and science-based coastal development all are paths to prosperity for communities around the world.

Third, and most important, we need to raise our voices. In the U.S., since the last IAC, we have launched a coalition
of 22 U.S. aquariums to mobilize our 25 million visitors a year to turn the tide on ocean plastic pollution and other
conservation issues. Each of our aquariums needs to step up ... and advocate for change in our government policies
and at international forums. We need to urge our governments, business leaders and the public to invest in science,
effective management and effective planning.

Thanks to so many of you here, the global aquarium community is reaching more people than ever before. And today,
we know more about the ocean than at any time in history. What are we waiting for? If we want to shape a vibrant
future for our blue planet, we need to take our missions of conservation from awareness to impact. Each of us can
demonstrate models of success wherever we are. That should be our goal. I look forward to sharing experiences and
exchanging ideas during our time together so that all of us can take our work to the next level. Again, many thanks to
our wonderful hosts at Aquamarine Fukushima for their work in bringing us together.
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I would really like to thank the steering committee for its confidence. It is a great honor for me to
become a chairman of this marvelous steering committee. It will be very difficult for me to succeed
what Paul has been doing for years since the IAC began in Monaco. Paul is unreplaceable.

Anyway, the result is this marvelous aquarium community of partnership which will help exchange of
experience that we all know.

We really have to do our best to be more and more performing in education and conservation, and it
will be for our animals without forgetting our economic health of our institutions.

In this changing world, let’ s take the commitment that this steering committee will go on because we
have a heavy responsibility on our children.

All together we can change our look of our ocean and our planet. We have to do it!
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Message of Sayonara IAC 2018 from the Executive Director of Aquamarine Fukushima

Dr. Yoshitaka Abe

Aquamarine Fukushima located at the 2nd Warf of the Port of Onahama, Iwaki City, Fukushima Prefecture, was open
to public in 2000. Suffered from the terrible disaster on March 11, 2011, but revived by the support of all of you and
re-opened on July 15.

In 2015, completed the outdoor gardens WAKUWAKU SATOYAMA, Johmon Mountain Village. Aquamarine
Fukushima is shining like jewel aquamarine on the 2nd Warf of the Onahama Port. Why we Aquamarine Fukushima
date back the nature more than 3,000 years now? The village of the next Yayoi Period introduced rice and develops to
the country of centralization. In the 20th century when did nothing but war day in and day out.Aquamarine
Fukushima has declared an environmental aquarium in 2003. The loach, the mud snail and even the killifish
disappeared now in the rice field. We have exterminated the Japanese otters. The 70-years-old cedar which we
planted after the war creates a cause of hay fever, but nobody takes responsibility.

To recover the natural forest in the Abukuma Mountains, and it is necessary to take care of the deep mountain today.
As the environmental aquarium, Aquamarine Fukushima continuously sending message of the favorable circulation
of the Oceans, Mountains and River, a message of the Johmon recurrence by the aging of nature of Johmon villages
and tree planting due to the original vegetation of the seawall of the 2nd Warf . It will become the vitality of 20 years
for next ten years. The forest is not made if we do not sow a seed.

The message of the good-bye of the world aquarium meeting is the natural environments recurrence more than 3,000
years ago, Johmon recurrence.

I would like the agreement of all of you.

Fa =
¥ LConservation Center

Memorial Aquamarine Fukushima

: Japanese Gardens Main Building
ARy o A .

7 ‘_'i" 45“"""!-:.— - BioBio Kappa Village

Forrest Egg
Waku Waku Satoyama,

Johmon Village Kids Aquarium
o Aquamarine Egg ~ Janome Beach
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