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Exhibition and Rearing of the Spotted Ratfish (Hydrolagus colliei) Cooperation from Local Fishers
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. Taking the First Step at Aquamarine Egg

AFFUL 27 I7R UV Z 2L (£]) Full view of the newly renovated Aquamarine Egg
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Create & Play: Using natural materials freely to create
original artwork.
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Tall & Small: Comparing height with illustrations
of animals in the aquartum.
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Nesting Island: Crawling inside
the burrows of different animals.

Taking the First Step at Aquamarine Egg

The Kids Aquarium Aquamarine Egg, was first opened in 2010 to com-
memorate the aquarium’ s 10th anniversary, and a renewal project com-
menced about two years ago. The project team brought together staff mem-
bers currently raising children and educators, and from the wish that
children would have their very first aquarium experience here, we devel-
oped the concept of “First Aquarium.” For young children, we wanted this
to be a place where they could encounter the many living creatures that
share our world. For parents, we wanted it to be a space where they could
relax and ease some of the fatigue of their daily lives, while enjoying the
moment with their children. With advice from specialists in early childhood
education and hands-on exhibits, we designed the space to facilitate both
active experiences and rest, and to offer new discoveries that match chil-
dren’s developmental stages.

At the opening ceremony on March 14, many children came to see the new
area. When the ceremonial confetti ball was opened, they eagerly dashed
into the Aquamarine Egg, where they delighted in comparing their height to
animal illustrations, playing hide and seek, crawling into animal burrows,
sniffing “poop smells,” and more. Seeing the children enjoying themselves
so freely gave us reassurance that this place had truly been welcomed as a
space where they felt comfortable. We will continue to enrich the experi-
ences offered here so that the children who take their first steps toward
nature in this space may one day stride with confidence into the real

natural world itself. .
by Chiho Nakamura
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Ramsar Special Exhibition in

ATHEEORT A view of the special exhibition

ThELKST

WA E N TAFHICREVII T [ REM LD S
DO FELWIHIE L THITDFHED L > TWET,20254E7THIZIE.
KEDEELRA P2 B LREL T2 D5 TH 5.,
ALY — IV ERNBFENT L 20 2D ST KB D
SRS L CTHEHELRRBHEZRZZL TG THEILD
BiEovLothoTwE S AmERMITaNsFav D
LDREHE 2> TWBIETTIE R L L DKEBWAEDS
LTBYBLAEMHEZENTVET,

BT % IKETIE3H20H 2 56140 % T, 6 B R B150
JEAR L 22026 4F AW [ FE Wi~ T 2 — V&R o~ %
PIfELE L 7o AR OB BUIC O W TR L AL TRS
NN AW R HIRAVDE SN TV LA EY O RE
TSR ORI ZMALEL 720

T HBRBRBELEDIHICHA L FHL TV EnHZ
LR OBRELREERSTVET, D OARMNHETH,
TBRREGEHZL TV A ZRBTOHAREP DV
RZEREOBERMEEILL-VONPEVIERE
WAL A SRR O WTHICEZTHSIERE
TWEL

(T72T7=V Wb LAATIKIEE  AH MG

~ Aquamarine Inawashiro Kingfishers Aquarium

A 7U5 73 Slender bitterling (Tanakia lanceolata)

Ramsar Special Exhibition in
Aquamarine Inawashiro Kingfishers Aquarium

Lake Inawashiro is the fourth largest lake in Japan. Also known as the
“Heavenly Mirror Lake” (Tenkyoko), it is a source of great local pride for its
beauty. In July 2025, it was designated under the Ramsar Convention, an
international treaty for the registration and conservation of wetlands that
serve as important habitats for waterfowl. One of the criteria for registration
is that the site must play a significant role in supporting biodiversity in
wetland ecosystems. Lake Inawashiro is not only a wintering site for tundra
swans (Cygnus columbianus), but also home to many aquatic animals, form-
ing a rich and diverse ecosystem.

From March 20 to June 14, the Kingfishers Aquarium held the Fukushima
Prefecture 150th Anniversary 2026 Special Exhibition, “Inawashiro —
A Ramsar Convention Designated Lake.” The exhibition explained the char-
acteristics of Lake Inawashiro and presented distinctive species found in the
surrounding area, as well as species of conservation concern, providing
visitors with an overview of the lake’s current ecological situation.

Another important aspect of the Ramsar Convention is addressing how
humans can coexist with and sustainably use natural environments. For this
reason, the exhibition also featured perspectives from government officials,
conservation practitioners, and academics on how they envision the future of
Lake Inawashiro. Through these viewpoints, we encouraged visitors to think

together about the lake’s future. by Masamitsu Iwata
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15Years After the Great East Japan Earthquake — Photo Exhibition
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Exhibited from February 4 to April 5, 2026
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Happy Holidays:
A Fun Winter with Coelacanth

Since its opening, our aquarium has been conducting research on
coelacanths, including field surveys in their natural habitat. In 2024, we
also conducted a joint survey with NHK. However, we realized that this
fact is not widely known. And so we organized this event to coincide with
Coelacanth Day on December 22. The coelacanth themed Christmas tree
and illuminations were designed so that even visitors who didn’t know a
thing about coelacanths could enjoy them. We also offered a guided tour
led by the research team leader to help visitors deepen their understanding
of the species. In the questionnaire survey conducted during the event,
many participants expressed enthusiasm for future research. We hope to
continue using events like this to share information about our exhibits and

the results of our research. _ .
by Yoshie Kanari
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15 Years After the Great East Japan Earthquake
Photo Exhibition: An Aquarium That Helps
Build a Future for Children

Fifteen years have passed since the Great East Japan Earthquake, which
caused severe damage to our aquarium as well. As an institution that works
for the preservation and celebration of life, it is an event we can never
forget. Supported by the warm encouragement we received from all across
the country, we were able to begin anew as a place that promotes the
importance and diversity of life. For this, we again express our heartfelt
gratitude. This photo exhibition featured documentary photographs captur-
ing the determined efforts toward recovery in the aftermath of the disaster.
Alongside these, we introduced our outdoor exhibits built around the
theme of coexistence with nature—created with hopes for the children who
will shape the future—as well as our new area designed for young visitors.
We will continue our efforts so that the aquarium can inspire curiosity

about the natural world. by Sakurako Waragai
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Nov. 3
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Educational Program
Educational Program at Aquamarine Egg

With the renewal of Aquamarine Egg, we launched new educational
programs in March. These include “What’s That? Time,” where children
listen to the sounds animals make, and “Sniff Sniff Time,” where they
smell different kinds of animal droppings. Animals may change their
vocalizations depending on circumstances. Their droppings, too, can serve
as a means of communication—marking territory or exchanging informa-
tion. By paying attention to sounds and smells that we usually overlook,
we can begin to see new aspects of how animals live and what makes
them unique. As interpreters, we want to provide such opportunities for
visitors to broaden their interests even a little. We offer a variety of
programs every day, so please feel free to join us anytime.

by Eri Shinoda

Main Events November, 2025 - March, 2026

Opening of AIKA Special Exhibition “New Coelacanth Gallery — Musings of Coelacanth Man” (until Nov 30);
Opening of AIKA “Coelacanth Research Staff Gallery Talk” (Nov 1, 2, 9, 23, 29, 30)
End of “Gyogyo Fish> Star Exhibition: What Fish Teach Us About the Ocean” (from Aug 30)

Learning with aquarists event “Overnight Tour” (until Nov 9)

Nov. 15 Concert of “13th NHK Symphony Orchestra Iwaki Regular Concert Related Program”

Nov. 21

Opening of “Happy Holidays! A Fun Winter with Coelacanth” event (until Jan 12, 2026)

Nov. 24 End of Aquamarine Art Festival 2025 (from Sep 20)

Dec. 1

Announcement of “Aquamarine Fukushima Trend Fish Awards 2025 results

Opening of Japan'’s first ever exhibition of 5 species of beetle in the family Hydrochidae to commemorate
publication of AIKA's paper “Rediscovery of Hydrochus /aferi in Hokkaido, Japan for the First Time in 31 years*
(until Feb 1, 2026)

Dec. 13 Learning with aquarists event “Let’s Feed the Coral Reef Fish”

Dec. 21 Volunteer Day: Make a Bear-face Strap

Dec. 27 Opening of “Unstoppable Sea Lions 2026” New Year event (until Jan 12, 2026)

Jan. 10 Learning with aquarists event “Aim to Be a SANMASTER!”

Jul. 12

End of AIKA “Kitai Mikoto lllustration Exhibition” (from Jun 21, 2025)

Jun. 30 Opening of “66th Japanese Zoo and Aquarium Educators Conference in Iwaki” (until Jan 31)

Feb. 1
Feb. 4

Feb. 11

Japan’s first exhibition of Lycenchelys aurantiaca (in the OYASHIO ICE BOX area)

Opening of “15 Years After the Great East Japan Earthquake — Photo Exhibition: An Aquarium That Builds a
Future for Children” (until Apr 5)

End of the AIKA Special Exhibition “Kingyo Museum — Kingfishers Aquarium 10th Anniversary” (from Mar 20,
2025; end date extended from Jan 12, 2026)

Opening of “Aquamarine Hina Festival” (until Mar 3)

Feb. 14 Learning with aquarists event “Let’s Get Close to Marine Mammals!”

Mar. 7

Learning with aquarists event “Overnight Tour for Adults” (until Mar 8)

Mar. 14 Renewal reopening of “Kids Aquarium Aquamarine Egg”;

Learning with aquarists event “Deep Sea! Husbandry Experience!”

Mar. 20 Opening of “Aquamarine Spring Seal Festival” (until May 10)

Opening of AIKA’'s Fukushima Prefecture 150th Anniversary 2026 Special Exhibition, “Inawashiro —

A Ramsar Convention Designated Lake.” (until Jun 14)

Mar. 24 Glass Eel (Anguilia japonica) exhibit (in the Oceanic Galleria)

*Learning with aquarists = Learning with aquarists — Aquamarine research team
*AIKA = Aquamarine Inawashiro Kingfishers Aquarium

AMF @NEWS
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Egg capsules of the Iwaki salamander (Hynobius sengokui)
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A male clasping the freshly laid egg capsules

Iwaki salamander (Hynobius sengokui)Spawning!

The Iwaki salamanders (Hynobius sengokui) on display in the WAKU-
WAKU Forest of Beginning area, within the “Reptiles and Amphibians of
Fukushima” corner, have laid eggs! The adult salamanders that laid eggs
this time are individuals we have been raising since they were eggs them-
selves. After about five years of growth, they have matured and successful-
ly produced healthy eggs.

Each female lays one pair of egg sacs, each containing around 20 eggs.
The eggs hatch after about one month. This season, three females laid eggs
in three separate batches. The first batch turned out to be unfertilized, but
in the remaining two batches, almost all eggs hatched successfully. The
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Children at the Newly Renovated Aquamarine Egg

Since the renewal of the Kids’ Aquarium Aquamarine Egg this March, the space has been
filled with the joyful voices of children playing on weekends and holidays.

Some children dress up in plush costumes of octopuses, flatfish, and hermit crabs and
dash energetically through the kelp forest and rocky area, then dive eagerly down the
slide. In the craft area, some quietly focus on creating their own unique artwork using
shells and nuts. Others make a gleeful commotion as they sniff the smells of various
animal droppings. Still others peer into microscopes with sparkling eyes, delighted as
they discover plankton.

For us volunteers, the renewal has opened up new areas for activity and increased our
opportunities to interact with children. While engaging closely in these individual
moments of discovery and wonder, we will continue to provide activities for children
to further enrich their experiences at Aquamarine Fukushima.
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Aquamarine Egg has been renewed!

Children dress up as flatfish and play peek-a-boo and
hide-and-seek inside the newly reformed Aquamarine Egg. We
hope it will serve as both the entrance to the aquarium and a
child’ s first step toward nature—a place where they can build
experiences that help them grow to love living creatures.
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